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by the human mind, underlying a class of doctrines
supernaturally taught as necessary to the present,
prospective, and permanent welfare of our race.
Nor can it be reasonably doubted that natural
ignorance and absolute dependence show how
much man needs revealed truth, for the good-
ness of God on the one hand, and the necessities
of man on the other, will be seen by intuition and
felt by consciousness of want, to be the made ground
of all moral certainty attainable in this matter. If
it be shown that these facts and doctrines are
adapted to the intellectual and moral nature of
man, it will at the same time become obvious that
it is necessary they should be made known to him,
that they should be confidently belieyed by him,
and that to this end they should be adequately
attested by such evidence as all men rely upon for
the reality of things. This being made clear, we
have really come to the end of all debate; for a
supposable rational counter-belief, in the face of
such proof, would either reduce the reason to in-
sanity, or the mind, in all its emotions, to a state of
moral distraction, and is therefore plainly absurd.
Every man, made a Christian by the power of
revealed truth upon his own heart, has the wit-
ness in himself; and although it removes all doubt
from him, it cannot be made by a mere statement
to do the same service for others; hence he must
establish the truth of his facts and doctrines by
arguments which the common-sense of mankind
will allow, and respecting which the experience
of one man cannot be opposed to the experience
of another. Hitherto I have confined myself to